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I was blessed this summer to be able to preach and lead worship at Trinity 
Anglican Church, the REC parish in Pagosa Springs, Colorado.  (Since we live 
in the Houston area, you can imagine my surprise at learning that there are 
places in the world that are not 95 degrees with 90 percent humidity in the 
month of July!)  As any wise supply priest will do, before the service I was 
sitting with the senior warden discussing the local customs and details of the 
service.  When we were almost finished, he pointed out a prayer and said, “And 
then we say this together right before the closing hymn.”  The prayer was one 
that they had composed to ask the Lord for specific things related to the life 
and growth of their parish.

That prayer made me think.

At the heart of REC100 is the desire to make our branch of the church and 
each parish in it more mission-al.  The commencement of an effort like this 
usually stirs priests, vestries, and congregations to reassess what their parish is 
and why it exists.  This usually leads to the formulation of mission statements, 
purpose statements, vision statements, etc.  Those statements are printed 
(sometimes even in color!) on attractive cards or brochures and distributed to 
the congregation.  All of this can be very helpful, but wouldn’t it be even more 
helpful to take one more step?  And of all people, we Anglicans should know 
the step to take!

Many of us are familiar with the phrase Lex orandi, lex credendi, a motto in 
the Christian tradition, which reminds us that it is prayer which leads to belief, 
or that it is liturgy which leads to theology.  Might we not also find that prayer 
can lead us to mission?  Why not take that much-pondered mission or vision 
statement and use it to develop a prayer for the congregation to use regularly?  
It could be said before the close of the service at the Eucharist, at Morning or 
Evening Prayer, before vestry meetings, and daily in the homes of our people.  
The frequent use of that prayer would not only keep the life and mission of the 
parish before the minds of the people, but, if we are asking for the right things, 
the Lord will be pleased to give us those things!

A few weeks after I returned from Colorado, I looked at a brochure that our 
parish had put together and used it to compose a prayer.  It is not perfect, but it 
has been helping us to remember who we are and what we’re about, and we’re 
trusting that the Lord will be pleased to answer it.  You might do the same in 
your parish.  The prayer that we’ve been using simply says:

“Heavenly Father, we thank you for creating Church of the Resurrection, and for 
the presence of your Spirit among us; help us as we seek to worship you, especially 
in the weekly offering of the Holy Eucharist; to love one another and use our 
spiritual gifts for the common good; to do good to all people according to our 
abilities and opportunities.  And, through our faithful witness, draw others to join 
us as we serve you and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, looking forward to the day 
when you will make all things new through him in whose name we pray.  Amen.”
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Almighty Lord, Triune God of the harvest, we thank you for the Great Commission 
of your Only Begotten Son, Jesus Christ. By His command to spread the Good News, 
we are led at this time to a particular vision of planting 100 new missions and parishes 
in the Reformed Episcopal Church. We ask for your favor, grace, and the anointing of 
the Holy Spirit to fulfill the Gospel call that many might come to know Jesus Christ as 
their Lord and Savior. We humbly petition you for the workers of the harvest as well 
as the funding required to support them. Mindful that without your help we can do 
nothing, we pray for your hand of blessing to be upon us for your glory; in the Name 
of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen.
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Welcome Connie O’Hara  By: Fr. Jason Grote

Please join me as we welcome a new addition 
the REC100 team! Mrs. Connie O’Hara is a 
member of Church of the Holy Communion in 
Dallas, TX and came to the Reformed Episcopal 
Church through a front-porch ministry. 

Connie has an impressive resume and 
background in art, graphic design, and 
marketing. She designed the REC100 logo 
with the Gospel Tree at the center. She also 
designed the logo for the Veritas:What is 
Truth? ministry. Connie reached out to discuss 
the possibilities of helping the REC100 vision 
and our REC Dioceses and parishes in their 
mission and growth. 

We have decided to utilize the expertise and 
help of Connie in a support services role with 
REC100. It became quickly evident to me this 
past year that additional support is certainly 
needed. She will work with me to provide 
much needed support in the designing and 
facilitating of The Front Porch newsletter, the 
continued updating of the REC100 website 
and social media pages, and the design and 

production of the yearly REC100 offering 
materials. 

It is our hope that, as we grow and move 
forward, we will be able to provide a library 
of resources for our new plants and for our 
existing parishes and dioceses. For example, we 
have talked about some of these ideas already:
•  Designing and providing stock 
advertisements that can be modified and used 
by the local parish for special services like 
Easter or Christmas.
• Support in developing a parish’s online 
presence through website development and 
social media.
• Developing REC specific videos created 
with our own Bishops and Clergy that can be 
published and used as teaching tools for our 
parishes

Connie will be working on a limited contract 
basis and the expense will come from the 
initial seed money provided for REC100. This 
cost will not come from the REC100 offering.
Let’s pray for Connie and for the wonderful 
work she will help provide REC100.

REC100
prayer

REC Canon Missioners

National Church
Canon Jason Grote

REC-Missioner@rechurch.org

Diocese of the 
Central States

Canon Ian MacGregor
DCS-Missioner@rechurch.org

Diocese of
Mid-America

Canon Rusty Ellisor
DMA-Missioner@rechurch.org

Diocese of the Northeast
and Mid-Atlantic

Canon Jack Clark
NEMA-Missioner@rechurch.org

Diocese of the
Southeast

Bishop William White
DSE-Missioner@rechurch.org

“I am looking 
forward to using 

my talents 
to Glorify God 

and the REC 100 
vision”
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A quick analysis shows that 58 parishes and 7 individuals submitted an offering to date. That is approximately 54% of our reported 
parishes. We ask that if your parish received an offering but has not submitted it, please do so. If your parish did not participate in the 
2018 REC100 Offering, we ask that you would prayerfully consider participating in 2019. These yearly offerings will provide the much 
needed support for planting many new parishes.

Lent will begin on Ash Wednesday, March 6, 2019. Materials for the 2019 REC100 Offering will be designed and produced by January 
30th and distributed to the parishes in February. It is our plan to provide parishes with full-color poster(s), bulletin inserts, and other 
materials to  help you promote and announce the offering during these Lenten weeks.

  If you haven’t already submitted your parish offering, please submit it to the REC100 Treasurer (Bud Longueville) at:REC100  c/o Church of the Holy Communion17405 Muirfeld Dr.Dallas, TX 75287If you have questions, you can email him at: Treasurer@rechurch.org

The 2018 REC100 offerings continue to
be submitted. As of the end of September, 

we have posted more than 
$100,000 in offerings! 
Praise God for opening hearts to 

this vision and offering. 

Offering Surpasses $100K

Giving by Diocese: Northeast: $9,728.54 • Southeast: $10,365.00 • Central States: $21,360.00
                      Mid-America: $62,901.39
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Tools and Resources

REC100 is ONLINE! Visit us on
the web at: www.rec100.org
REC100 has been developing its own website and social 
media presence. At this point, the site contains the basic 
resources for REC100. You can find information and a 
request form for the Veritas:What is Truth? Seeker ministry, 
the Front Porch Newsletter for REC100, the REC100 Church 
Planting Guide, materials for the REC100 offering, and the 
three videos of Bishop Sutton’s presentation from General 
Council 2017. These videos are now hosted on our own 
REC100 YouTube channel. You can also download them 
directly to your computer. This should be helpful in showing 
them when you do not have an internet connection. 

As the website and social media pages continue to develop, 
we will provide plant updates and pictures and additional 
resources and videos. We would also like have our pastors 
and laity share ideas and stories about Veritas and other 
front-porch ministries happening around the REC. 

The social media pages should be up and live by the time 
this newsletter reaches you. You’ll be able to search, find, and 
follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube. Direct links to 
these pages will be made available on the website. 

So keep checking in and letting us know what is helpful 
to you!

Veritas Presentation Videos
At our REC100 meeting in April, all of the Bishops and 
Canon Missioners were trained in the Veritas ministry with 
Bishop Sutton presenting and leading each session. We were 
fortunate enough to have these 5 Veritas sessions recorded 
and edited for us. These videos of Bishop Sutton can be 
used for the main presentation in each of your local Veritas 
sessions. While Veritas is free to our REC parishes, the 
Veritas material and these videos, are copyrighted and can 
only be used and shared with permission. Therefore, a link to 
these videos will only be provided upon request and can only 
be used at the local parish with permission. You may request 
a link to the videos by emailing veritas@rechurch.org or by 
completing the Veritas request form on the REC100 website

Demographic Tools
Demographic reports can be an essential and invaluable 
tool in evaluating the opportunities parishes have for 
reaching their immediate neighborhood (their “God’s mile” 
as Bishop Sutton refers to it). For example, Church of the 
Holy Communion learned from a report that there was a 
large Jewish presence surrounding their parish which they 
previously did not realize. This sparked various ideas and 
Front Porch ministry opportunities to reach out to them. The 
same could be true for your parish. 

A demographics report is actually something that the 
REC100 Church Planting guide will ask each new planter to 
obtain and assess in their initial planning. Knowing that this 
demographic tool would be helpful not just for new parish 
plants but for all our existing parishes, REC100 is currently 
researching the possibility of obtaining a denominational 
license with the Percept Group at a much-discounted rate. 
Canon Jack Clark is helping us with this opportunity and 
plans are being made to provide Percept training with our 
Bishops, Canons, and planters who attend the REC100 
Conference in April 2019. If you are an existing parish, you 
will be able to work with your Diocesan Canon Missioner 
to obtain a report for your parish and to help you and your 
Vestry interpret and analyze the data. 

“We Have a comPULsIon To TEsTIFY 
   anD sPReaD THE GosPEL” -Bishop Ray R. Sutton

Presiding Bishop
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The mission work of St. Matthias AnGlican Church in KatY, TX
By: Fr. Jason Grote

He came to us 2 years ago. We only knew him as Sigfrido and that he 
came to visit his family that lived nearby. He and his family attended 
faithfully for 4-5 months even though they could only speak broken 
English and understood only a portion of our service. What we didn’t 
know was that he was an Anglican Priest. 

At the appropriate time a fellow Anglican Bishop introduced him to 
Bishop Grote and I as ‘Father Sigfrido’. The next week he sat with us 
in Bishop Grote’s office and we learned of his background and the 
unfortunate situations and persecutions that caused he and his family 
to flee from their home and Church in Venezuela. Before his passing, 
Bishop Grote, began the process of transferring Fr. Sigfrido into the 
Reformed Episcopal Church. Thankfully, because of our relationships 
within ACNA and the Missionary Diocese of All Saints, Bishop Sutton 
was able to finalize the transfer of Fr. Sigfrido into the active ministry of 
the Diocese of Mid-America. 
 
Immediately, I began speaking with Fr. Sigfrido about the possibility of 
offering a Spanish speaking service. This was a long-time desire and goal 
of St. Matthias and, with Fr. Sigfrido’s arrival, it soon became a reality. 
The first Spanish service was held at St. Matthias, Katy, Texas at 2pm 
on May 21, 2017. Each and every week since, Fr. Sigfrido has faithfully 
offered this service on Sunday afternoon. He uses the translated REC 
liturgy and during the past year he has been gathering a core group of 
committed individuals. Like many new ministries and missions, the 
service ebbs and flows in attendance. Some weeks, in the beginning, 
there were only his family of 4 and yet other weeks we have seen more 
than 40 in attendance. This ministry has drawn in a few people from the 
immediate neighborhood of the Church including one daughter who 
wheels her mother to church in her wheelchair from down the street. Fr. 
Sigfrido has already celebrated three baptisms, officiated at two funerals, 
and will be officiating at the first Spanish wedding in October. After a 
year of initial gathering, we believe that this ministry is now ready to 
be planted as its own mission. I could be wrong, but to my knowledge, 
this would be the first official REC Latino-speaking parish planted in 
the United States.  Fr. Sigfrido is currently completing the REC Church 
Planting evaluation process and appropriate recommendations will be 
made by our Diocesan Canon Missioner and REC100 to Bishop Sutton 
for his consideration. We are excited for this opportunity and we offer 
the following prayer need to you.
 
Prayer need: Fr. Sigfrido currently works 55+ hours per week/ 6 days a 
week at a minimum wage job to support his family. It is our prayer that 
between St. Matthias and REC100, we will raise 2 years of committed 
support to allow Fr. Sigfrido to focus on building this new parish plant. 
A generous $5,000 matching donation was offered by an individual and 
St. Matthias is seeking to match that donation as well as restructuring 
its own budget to provide 50% of the expenses of this parish plant. 
Application to REC100 for a grant is also in process. Please pray that 
God would provide the necessary support and that He would bless this 
newly developing parish.

Fr. Sigfrido, wife: Jumir, daughter: Veronica, son: Emanuel

Spanish Speaking Service at St. Matthias, Katy TX

Fr. Sigfrido, Bishop Ray Sutton 
and his wife: Jumir
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The REC has a new Parish in Lexington, Virginia. St. Paul’s Anglican Church was 
formerly a parish of the Anglican Catholic Church (ACC). The church was founded 
in 1983 and completed their building in 1985. The building was designed by an 
architect parishioner, Mr. Hans Schweizer. In November of 2017, the St. Paul’s 
congregation voted to leave the ACC. Fr. Scott Thompson had been in contact with 
the Vestry through the Senior Warden, Mrs. Gail Carr, who had occasionally visited 
St. Jude’s in Richmond, VA. He began working with the parish in early 2018, and 
providing clergy support from the Richmond, VA clergy. On March 11, 2018, the 
St. Paul’s congregation voted unanimously to apply for reception in the REC. Upon 
review and approval of that application by the Standing Committee of the Diocese 
of the Central States, The Rt. Rev. Daniel Morse, Bishop Ordinary, received St. Paul’s 
into the REC on March 22, 2018.

Currently, Fr. Scott is serving as interim Rector, and there is a search for a permanent 
Rector. He, Fr. Ken Mills, and Fr. Bart Gingerich, all of Richmond, VA, are providing 
clergy support for services and ministry on a rotating basis. Fr. Bart recently spent 
two weekends working among the entering cadets (known as Rats) at Virginia 
Military Institute (VMI) in Lexington, some of whom attended services. Fr. Ken 
is also working with students at Washington & Lee University (also in Lexington). 
Everyone is focused on building up the Parish and growing it in the service of our 
Lord, to His everlasting glory. St. Paul’s website is currently under reconstruction 
and will be placed on the REC and ACNA websites when completed.

An Update from the Central States

DCS Veritas Training
On July 14, 2018, the clergy of Virginia and North Carolina convened at St. Jude’s in Richmond for one of their periodic clergy 
convocations. The subject was VERITAS. Fr. Scott Thompson, who had attended the VERITAS training session in Dallas in 
April, 2018, provided a presentation summarizing the training session, and then facilitated a discussion among the attendees of 
Front Porch ideas, VERITAS implementation strategies, and use of the VERITAS materials recently provided to REC Parishes. 
Bishop Peter Manto (who also attended the Dallas training) was on hand to participate and lead discussion as well, as was Canon 
Missioner Ian MacGregor. Bishop Manto has had similar sessions with clergy in the Cincinnati and surrounding area, so the 
exposure and understanding of VERITAS/REC 100 is already quite wide in DCS. We look forward to our Synod in October, 
during which Bishop Sutton will lead further presentations and discussions. With that, the DCS should be well indoctrinated and 
ready to launch our first VERITAS functions, beginning in 2019. 

Other Opportunities
In addition to the works and missions mentioned previously, 

we are also working on the very initial discussions and planning of parishes 

being planted and/or transferred into the REC in the areas of Atlanta, GA; 

Covington, LA; Grand Rapids, MI; and Williamsport, PA. Please pray that the 

Lord would bless these opportunities and that they might come to fruition. 

We hope to report further details on some of these in the 
next issue of The Front Porch.

Lets, welcome and Celebrate the New REC Parish in Lexington Virginia

by Fr. Scott Thompson
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Traditional Anglicanism
• Ancient & Historic Model of the Church as expressed 
  through the Formularies of the English Reformation regarding Faith & Order
•Doctrinal Standards of the Reformed Episcopal Church:
 - The Holy Scripture as God’s inerrant, infallible & unchangeable Word
 - Book of Common Prayer (REC2003)  
 - 39 Articles of Religion
 - Chicago-Lambeth Quadrilateral 
 - Declaration of Principles
 - Jerusalem Declaration

Reverent & liturgical worship with comprehensive churchmanship
•  Historic Book of Common Prayer in Elizabethan or Contemporary Language as approved by the
    Reformed Episcopal Church
•  Sacramental Worship with Biblical Preaching
•  Customs reflective of varying cultures (African America, Anglo, Latin, etc)
• Comprehensive Churchmanship (low, high, etc)
•  Music expressing the beauty and character of God, and the hymnody of the historic church 
   – most especially as contained in the 1940 Hymnal and REC Book of Common Praise 2017

A Biblical world & life view
•  Testing all things by Scripture
•  Biblical & Traditional views on:
 - Marriage & Family 
 - Gender & Sexuality 
 - Sanctity of Human Life 
 - Morality based on the 10 Commandments and teachings of Jesus

Being an always missional community
•  Seeking to provide ways for unbelievers to ‘belong’ before they ‘believe’
•  Willing to care for the least, the last, the lost, and the lonely
•  Committed to the support of both domestic and foreign mission 
•  Raising up and equipping Missionaries and Church planters

Discipleship & personal commitments of all members
•  Ministry that equips laity to be active in all aspects of the work of the Church
•  Ministry that develops future leadership both lay & clergy 
•  Establishing Christian schools and Christian education at all levels
•  Providing Biblical and faithful seminaries
•  Encourages the Tithe (10%) as the normative model of giving

Reformed 
Episcopal 

Values

17405 Muirfield Dr.
Dallas, TX 75287

800-732-3433

rec100@rechurch.org


